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The White-Necked Stork.
Dissura episcopus.—blanford, Faun. Brit. Ind.
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 370.
vernacular names :-—Manik-jor, Lag-lag, Hind.;
Bagala, Mar.; Sanku-budi-konga, Tel.; Mana
koku, Vanatay koku, Padre koku, Cing. Chi-gyin-
sut, Burmese.
The bird is very closely related to the white and Black
Storks (genus Ciconia), a fact obvious to natives (who
often have very sharp eyes for birds' affinities) since they
have given the name Lag-lag to both this species and the
white. Like that bird, the present one has a feathered
crown and bare throat, but the face is more extensively
naked, and the neck covered with down instead of true
feathers. The wings are proportionally longer than in
the Black and White Storks, and the tail is short, black,
and forked, while the white under tail-coverts are large
and stiff and look like the real tail.
The plumage is bronze-green and purple, with the neck,
belly and tail white, and the crown black. The bare face
is muddy slate, the bill black touched withred along the
ridge and tip, and the legs dark dirty red.
Young birds are brown where the old ones are bronzed,
and their neck-plumage is more fluffy.
This is a small bird for a Stork, being only a yard long
with the bill and shank only just over six inches respect-
ively ; but the wings are large, being twenty inches from
knuckle to tip when closed.
It has a wide range, being found in India, Ceylon and
Burma, eastwards Celebes; it has also been seen in
Yarkand in Central Asia, where it is migratory. But
normally it is a resident where it occurs. It is not found
in the Punjab, and has only once been got in Sind.
It breeds in June and the two following months in up-
per India, but about Christmas time in the Deccan ; its
ideas of house-keeping are somewhat luxurious, as it
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